
 
Master topic proposal 
 
Mining, Glaciers, and Water conflicts 
 
In many places around the world, mining is an important economic activity (including 
mining for gold, coal, and other minerals). However, mining also transforms the 
availability and quality of other resources and natural features – such as glaciers and 
water. Some ongoing examples include the highly contentious case of the glacier law 
in Argentina [1].  
 
This MA topic broadly proposes to further understand the conditions under which 
mining and water, and mining and glaciers come into competition, defined broadly. 
This may include the biophysical and/or political dimensions of the relation between 
water and mining, or mining and glaciers.  
 
One requirement for this MA thesis is interdisciplinary supervision, and in specific 
locations (Peru, Argentina, Kyrgystan, Burkina Faso). The MA project can be desk-
based as well as fieldwork based depending on the student’s interest and focus.  
 
Some questions that will be asked are  
 

- How does mining affect glacier or water dynamics? 
- What are the main mining regulatory changes regarding water use or glacier 

conservation? 
- What are the competing political and economic interests between actors 

involved in different ways in regulating mining activities (e.g. mining 
companies, environmentalists, government, scientists), and how do these 
interests coincide and compete with those of water or glacier conservation?  

 
The questions outlined above are only indicative, and the student is encouraged to 
narrow them down, and formulate new ones according to her/his own interest. The 
overall aim is to generate knowledge on the biophysical impacts of mining, and/or the 
role of political regulations on the relationship between mining and water and glacier 
environments. 
 
Potential supervisors are: 
Muriel Côte, Political Geography 
Michael Zemp, World Glacier Monitoring Service 
Christian Huggel, Glaciology and Geomorphodynamics 
Frank Paul, Glaciology and Geomorphodynamics 
 
For further queries, please contact Muriel Côte (Muriel.cote@geo.uzh.ch)  
[1]: http://glacierhub.org/2017/12/12/troubling-turn-glacier-science-argentina/ 
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