
Graduate Assistant in Environmental Sciences
(Climatology)

Introduction
The University of Lausanne is a higher teaching and research institution composed of seven faculties 
where approximately 15,000 students and nearly 5,000 collaborators, professors, and researchers 
work and study. Ideally situated along the lake of Geneva, near Lausanne's city center, its campus 
brings together over 120 nationalities.

Presentation
The Institute of Geography and Sustainability (IGD) seeks to fill one position of Graduate Assistant in 
climatology, for a maximum period of 5 years. This position is linked to the "Water and Geoheritage" 
team, under the responsibility of Dr Jean-Michel Fallot.

The IGD is an interdisciplinary community of about 100 academics that work in the fields of Geography 
and Sustainability. With 15 professors and more than 40 PhD students, the department offers a 
vibrant, stimulating environment for cutting-edge research. It hosts regular lecture series and 
distinguished guest researchers from around the world.

Job information
Expected start date in position: 01.02.2019
Contract length: 1 year, renewable 2 x 2 years, maximum 5 years years
Activity rate: 80%
Workplace: Lausanne, Institute of Geography and Sustainability, Geopolis building, University of 
Lausanne, Switzerland

Your responsibilities
The successful candidate will develop independant research leading to a PhD in the field of 
climatology. Her or his research topic should focus on topoclimatology, local climate or climate hazards 
in relation with climate change, if possible in the Vaud Alps or Lavaux region where climate field data 
are available. These regions are also study areas of the IGD, the Faculty of Geosciences and 
Environment (FGSE) and the Interdisciplinary Centre for Mountain Research (ICMR) of UNIL.

The successful candidate should also ensure the proper functioning of the meteorological network 
installed in the Vaud Alps as part of the interdisciplinary research project of the ICMR. If necessary, 
she or he should define or complete this network for his own research.

The successful candidate will devote at least half of working time to her/his PhD research (40% for this 
position), with the remaining time reserved for supporting research and teaching of Dr Jean-Michel 
Fallot in the field of climatology as a graduate assistant.

Your qualifications
The successful candidate is expected to have earned a Master’s degree in natural sciences or 
geography along with strong knowledge in climatology. Good knowledge in computing science, 
statistics, geomatics, even modelling, would be an advantage.

The successful candidate is expected to be able to fluently read scientific literature in environmental 
sciences, especially in climatology, and help maintain up to date the scientific ground of the course in 
climatology at the Bachelor and Master level.

Communication and relational skills are required. French and English language proficiency is expected 
(French is the working language of the "Water and Geoheritage" group at IGD as well as the teaching 
language at UNIL).



What the position offers you
We offer a stimulating work environment and atmosphere, with dedicated support for developing an
academic career. Members of our Institute become part of international networks and benefit from
opportunities to attend conferences and workshops around the world.

We offer an excellent remuneration package and additional funds for fieldwork and conferences.

Contact for further information
Dr Jean-Michel Fallot (jean-michel.fallot@unil.ch)

Research group "Water and Geoheritage":
https://www.unil.ch/igd/eau-geopatrimoine

Homepage of Jean-Michel Fallot:
http://igd.unil.ch/jm.fallot//

Your application
Deadline : 18.11.2018

Please submit the following documents only via the career website of the University of Lausanne:

- letter of motivation
- full CV
- a short (2-3 pages) proposal for doctoral research
- scans of university degrees and course transcripts/marks
- one piece of research (e.g. Master’s thesis, research paper)

Only applications through this website will be taken into account. We thank you for your understanding.

Additional information
UNIL is committed to promoting gender equality and strongly encourages applications from female
candidates.


