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Integration of the GIUZ Library into the Main Library of the University of Zurich 
 
Library services are changing, not least because of digitalisation. Attractive, forward looking library 
services must address a range of new challenges, and this is also the case for the GIUZ Library, one 
of the largest departmental libraries at UZH, and one of the most important geography libraries in 
Switzerland. 
 
Since the Departmental Assembly’s decision at its meeting in November 2016, concrete plans for the 
integration of our library in the university’s Main Library have been developed. Gary Seitz, our chief 
librarian, and Ross Purves (Director Infrastructure and Communication) represented the Department 
in the detailed discussions with the Main Library. In February 2018 the University Board approved the 
integration project and an agreement over future library services, and allocated resources to the 
migration project.  
 
As of the 1st of September, the GIUZ library will be integrated in the Main Library’s Natural Sciences 
collection (HBZ-N, Building Y15). Books will be freely accessible, and combined with longer opening 
hours access to the collection will be significantly improved. Liaison librarians, regularly present and 
active in GIUZ, will provide library services to staff and students. We are convinced that through this 
modus the needs of GIUZ staff and students will be met in the future. 
 
The physical migration of the GIUZ collection will start on the 3rd of September. From this date print 
media will not be available for loan for two weeks (until 16.09.2018). All other services will be 
available in this period. More detailed information on the migration process will be made available in 
the coming weeks. As a department, we would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our library 
staff for their exemplary work on this project, and indeed for their contribution in the past (and future) 
to our excellent library services.  
 
Finally, this project can also be seen as pioneer for the much larger UZH project “Library of the 
Future”. The aims of the project are twofold: firstly, to deliver and develop professional library services 
which respond to the challenges of digitalisation, and simultaneously to efficiently and effectively 
manage traditional resources such as books and journals.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact Ross Purves, Director Infrastructure and 
Communication: head.infra@geo.uzh.ch.  
 
 


